March 2021 Diversity Calendar

Marchis In 1987 President Ronald Reagan proclaimed March

D eve_l (o) p m _e D ta I “Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month.” The
Dlsa b | I |t| es presidential proclamation called upon Americans to

Awareness Month provide the “encouragement and opportunities”
necessary for people with developmental disabilities

to reach their potential.

March is Women’s History Month. Started in 1987, Women’s
History Month recognizes all women for their valuable
contributions to history and society.

March is Greek-American Heritage Month.

March 1: St. David’s Day, the feast day of St. David, the patron saint of Wales.

March 7: Meatfare Sunday (The Sunday of the Last Judgment), traditionally the last day of
eating meat before Easter for Orthodox Christians.

March 8: International Women’s Day. First observed in 1911 in Germany, it has now become a
major global celebration honoring women’s economic, political and social achievements.

March 11: Maha Shivarati, Hindu festival celebrated each year to honor Lord Shiva. It is
celebrated just before the arrival of spring. It is also known as the Great Night of Shiva or
Shivaratri and is one of the largest and most significant among the sacred festival nights of India.

March 11: Lailat al Miraj, a Muslim holiday that commemorates the prophet Muhammad's
nighttime journey from Mecca to the “Farthest Mosque” in Jerusalem, where he ascended to
heaven, was purified, and given the instruction for Muslims to pray five times daily. Note that in
the Muslim calendar, a holiday begins on the sunset of the previous day, so observing Muslims
will celebrate Lailat al Miraj on the sundown of March 10.



March 13-April 15: Deaf History Month. This observance celebrates key events in deaf history,
including the founding of Gallaudet University and the American School for the Deaf.

March 14: Cheesefare Sunday or Forgiveness Sunday, the last Sunday prior to the
commencement of Great Lent for Orthodox Christians.

March 15-May 1: Beginning of Great Lent in the Orthodox Christian faith. March 15, the day
Great Lent begins this year, is also known as Clean Monday.

March 17: St. Patrick’s Day, a holiday started in Ireland to recognize St. Patrick, the patron saint
of Ireland who brought Christianity to the country in the early days of the faith.

March 19: St. Joseph’s Day, in Western Christianity the principal feast of St. Joseph, the
husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

March 19-20: Naw-Ruz, the Baha’i New Year is a holiday celebrated on the vernal equinox. It
is one of the nine Baha’1 holy days on which work is suspended.

March 20: Ostara, a celebration of the spring equinox commemorated by Pagans and Wiccans.
It is observed as a time o mark the coming of spring and the fertility of the land.

March 21: World Down Syndrome Day, to raise public awareness of Down syndrome, a
congenital disorder caused by having an extra 21st chromosome.

March 21: International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, observed annually in
the wake of the 1960 killing of 69 people at a demonstration against apartheid pass laws in Soth
Africa. The United Nations proclaimed the day in 1966 and called on the international
community to redouble its efforts to eliminate all forms of racial discrimination.

March 21: Orthodox Sunday, celebrated on the first Sunday of Great Lent. It is the celebration
of the victory of the iconodules over the iconoclasts by the decision of the Seventh Ecumenical
Council. Therefore, the service is to commemorate the restoration of icons for use in services and
private devotional life of Christians.

March 21-22: Nowruz/Norooz, Persian New Year, a day of joy, celebration and renewal. It is
held annually on the spring equinox.

March 25: International Day of Remembrance of the Victims of Slavery and the Transatlantic
Slave Trade is a United Nations international observation that offers the opportunity to honour
and remember those who suffered and died at the hands of the brutal slavery system. First
observed in 2008, the international day also aims to raise awareness about the dangers of racism
and prejudice today.

March 25: Annunciation of the Virgin Mary, a Christian celebration of the announcement by the
angel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary that she would conceive and become the mother of Jesus.



March 26: Khordad Sal (Birth of prophet Zoroaster), birth anniversary (or birthdate) of
Zoroaster, a spiritual leader and ethical philosopher who taught a spiritual philosophy of self-
realization and realization of the divine. Zoroastrians celebrate this day with prayer and feasting.

March 27-April 4: Passover, an eight-day Jewish holiday and festival in commemoration of the
emancipation of the Israelites from slavery in ancient Egypt.

March 27: Lord’s Evening Meal, Jehovah’s Witnesses commemorate an event believed to have
occurred on the first night of Passover in approximately 33 CE, the Last Supper, known as the
Lord’s Evening Meal.

March 28: Palm Sunday, a Christian holiday commemorating the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem.
It is the last Sunday of Lent and the beginning of the Holy Week.

March 28-29 (sundown to sundown): Holi, the annual Hindu and Sikh spring religious festival
observed in India, Nepal and Sri Lanka, along with other countries with large Hindu and Sikh
populations. People celebrate Holi by throwing colored powder and water at each other. Bonfires
are lit the day before in the memory of the miraculous escape that young Prahlada accomplished
when demoness Holika carried him into the fire. It is often celebrated on the full moon (the
Phalguna Purnima) before the beginning of the Vernal Equinox as based on the Hindu calendar.

March 28-29: Lailat al Bara’a, also known as Lailat Al Baraah, Barat, or popularly as Shab-e-
Bara or Night of Forgiveness. It is an Islamic holiday during which practitioners of the faith seek
forgiveness for sins. Muslims spend the night in special prayers. It is regarded as one of the most
sacred nights on the Islamic calendar.

March 29-31: Hola Mohalla, a Sikh festival that takes place on the second day of the lunar
month of Chet, a day after the Hindu spring festival Holi.

March 31: International Transgender Day of Visibility, celebrated to bring awareness to

transgender people and their identities as well as recognize those who helped fight for rights for
transgender people.

QUOTES BY FAMOUS WOMEN IN HISTORY:

You cannot shake hands with a clenched fist.” — Indira Gandhi, first female Prime Minister of
India

“I really think a champion is defined not by their wins but by how they can recover when they
fall.” — Serena Williams

“No one can make you feel inferior without your consent.” — Eleanor Roosevelt, former U.S.
First Lady and U.S. Delegate to the United Nations General Assembly



“If you're always trying to be normal, you will never know how amazing you can be.” — Maya
Angelou, Pulitzer-prize nominated poet

“Think like a queen. A queen if not afraid to fail. Failure is another stepping stone to greatness.”
— Oprah Winfrey, media mogul and North America's first black multi-billionaire

“You don’t make progress by standing on the sidelines whimpering and complaining. You make
progress by implementing ideas.” — Shirley Chisholm

“If you don't like something, change it. If you can't change it, change your attitude.” — Maya
Angelou

“Fight for the things that you care about, but do it in a way that will lead others to join you.” —
Ruth Bader Ginsburg

“Have no fear of perfection; you'll never reach it.” — Marie Curie, chemist who was the first
woman to win a Nobel Prize.

“The greatest danger to our future is apathy.” — Jane Goodall



